







On September 1, 1968, Willia* Bradford*^ i®, author, 
wfeosa book# Included "Thre® Lives for Mississippi,” dealing with 
the aurder of thre© Civil Eights workers In June of 1964, was 
contacted bp our BirsingMs Agents at hid hose in Hartselle, 
Alabama,. upon his request. Buie requested that th© interview 
be kept in confidence for reasons depicted in the information 
furnished. 



. BUie stated that while James Earl Ray was incarcerated 

ia London, England, he (Hule) entered into a contract with Ray 
t© sirlt© the true account of Ray's activities and background 
coECQirning the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. Thi®' 
contract is ais© of interest to Ray's attorney, Arthur Hanes, 

, v iaasoash ass the cost of th© trial, including attorney- fees, is 
dGipoadont upon the coaeoercia! success of th© contract. ' Hui© has 
that to date ho. has invested approxima tely $2©, 00© in 
this t?©ntur©. g§ai© further relates he is in constant contact 
subject Say through - Attorney Hanes- in the forn of written 
q«Mtion# and answer® by Rsjp which includes name® of cities, 
states, places, maps and individuals contacted by Ray, a© well 
as activities fro# th# dat© of hi© escape fro* prison to his 
/apprehension in England. 





Rule stated that to date he has been refused personal 
co® tact with Ray by Judge W. Preston Battlo, the judge who will 
handle the trial, state of Tennessee. He stated that he is 
highly desirous ia obtaining current non-publlclzed photographs 
ij&S lay which would be f^&® character type rather than, the mug §h< 



Bttie stated ^ Would be^osiF w/l/ing fo divulge *l*f^ 
If information he has received to data to the Bureau on a confidea- 
C ff<j£SDS basis, as well" a® all lafojnaation he may receive in th# 
||H|JSny« ©s « current basis, provided th© net. . 
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~ . " Mr * HUli ® advised that tSao Bureau is not attempting 

to iaflmsEs®, interfere, or suggest action taken by state 
officials ©j? courts. - “ 

, Wo are running oat iiisfornatioe I® Huie's possession 
developed through source*, regarding previously unknown activ- 
“ b : 0a between tbe tin®, of him escape in April 1967 

and bic apprehension on June 8, 1968.. The Department has beee - 
alerted to asio's contemplated "Look" story on Rbv and ha® 
under consideration the questions of obtaining a search warrant 
© 2 ? subpoeasfi duces tecum for bis fflotes and/or calling aufe before " 

JUrr * If D«P®?ta©nt declines to take any actioc 
oa this laSoraa tion, we will furnish the information to tho 

l™™ 9 * 1 '? ioc>1 ■««K>riti€E. This is being followed closely 
with the Department. 

ACTIOS g • . 

I It i» recommended .that tho request of Huie not b© 

aonored* and. that BirainghcD b© instructed that under no circus®- 

■ l,oul V; e y "bargain” with hia. it i. further recommended 
1*“** thia 3 Q 9 inforoatio® b® pro^idod t® the Department and 
! authority be requested to furiaista this information to 
Appropriate local authorities. Attached for approval is a letto^ 

-. ^ Department iacorp© rating th®r®ia the results of contact" “ ■ 

^ilA Bile as set forth la this ascoraodus, and requesting Depart-- 
Gsai^- dociaio® 90 a matter previously discussed, with thee. 
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